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Mark Bachmann from Nature Glenelg Trust announced as a finalist in the 
2012 River Management Young Achievers Award 

 
On Wednesday the 29th of August, Mark Bachmann, Manager of Nature 
Glenelg Trust, was announced as one of three finalists for the 2012 River 
Management Young Achievers Award, sponsored by Thiess services. 
The Awards form part of the 15th International River Symposium, which 
is being held in Melbourne in early October. The three finalists will 
present on their chosen topic during a session of the conference on 
Monday the 8th of October, before the winner is announced at the 2012 
Riverprize Gala Dinner on Tuesday the 9th of October.  
 
The awards were established to identify and reward individuals 35 years 
old or younger who have demonstrated innovation and excellence in 
river and waterways management. On being advised of his selection 
Mark said, “I am very excited to be named a finalised for this prestigous 
international award. It is actually very humbling, particularly as you tend to get used to most of our 
environmental work being done without fuss, and largely outside of the public spotlight.” 
 
Mark will present at the conference on his decade-long involvement in the restoration of wetlands at 
Piccaninnie Ponds and Pick Swamp, near the border between SA and Victoria.  
 
Mark went on to say, “while the recognition is a nice touch after spending so long personally working 
towards what has been achieved at Piccaninnie Ponds, I want to acknoweldge the incredible number of 
people in the local community and government that have also supported this project. Without their 
combined efforts, it simply wouldn’t have been possible to turn what was just a vision 10 years ago, 
into the reality we now see today.” 
 
Piccaninnie Ponds Conservation Park is a coastal wetland reserve managed by the South Australian 
Government - Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources, and is situated near Nelson, 
approximately 35 km south-east of Mount Gambier. 
 
Nature Glenelg Trust, the new not-for-profit environmental organisation Mark has led since its launch in 
January 2012, is now expanding the theme of wetland restoration to private land - with a new program 
looking for hear from landholders interested in returning water to drained swamps in the South East of 
South Australia and South West Victoria. Contact details are available at www.natureglenelg.org.au. 
 
The results of the 2012 River Management Young Achievers Award, will be announced to the regional 
media and posted on Nature Glenelg Trust’s website after the 15th International River Symposium is 
held in early October. 
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