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Some 6600 sandbags were filled and deployed in the project near Nobles Rocks

A DAY for celebration. Volunteers near Nelson gather at the site of restoration works to improve the
environmental health of Long Swamp.

Nelson rallies (again) for healthy environment
STEVE ROBERTSON
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IT was exactly a century ago
that people in Nelson devoted
hundreds of hours of their time
to restoring the environmental
health of an important waterway.
last month they did it again.
Some 41 local people gathered
for a barbeque in Discovery

dedicated volunteers. Including
site preparation and pack-up, the
job took 11 days over a five-week
period to complete, with up to 18
people helping on any given day.
"It's a fantastic reward for the
long-term dedication of Nelson
Coastcare Group members, who
for many years have expressed an

populations, as well as shifts in
vegetation in response to restored
water levels.
Already, water levels are rising
since the channel first started
running after the heavy postEaster rain in early April.
"It is hoped that the trial will
reinvigorate the wetland habitat
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environmental health of Long Swamp.
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Bay Coastal Park to recognise interest in the sustainable water
the completion of a weir at management of Long Swamp," he
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restoration of Long Swamp.
He noted the works have unfolded
The structure was built by Nature in three stages over the last 12
Glenelg Trust with the support of months
Parks Victoria and volunteers from
"The first two phases of the trial,
the local community, and funded completed in May and July 2014,
by a grant from the Victorian involved the installation of two
Government.
low-level trial weir structures
"It is exactly 100 years since to enable the hydrology of this
the last major sandbagging part of Long Swamp to be better
operation supported by the Nelson understood, before proceeding
community, when the Freshwater with the third and final stage
Creek from Piccaninnie Ponds in April. We used some 6600
was temporarily redirected to the sandbags."
Glenelg River in March 1915,"
He said from an ecological
Mark Bachmann, manager of perspective, the project is now
Nature Glenelg Trust, said.
only just beginning, with Nature
"Thisyear'sprojecttook 122 days' Glenelg Trust ecologists ready to
worth of human effort to complete detect the changes that occur in
- much of this contributed by Long Swamp's fish, frog and bird

populations, as well as shifts in
vegetation in response to restored
water levels.
Already, water levels are rising
since the channel first started
running after the heavy postEaster rain in early April.
"It is hoped that the trial will
reinvigorate the wetland habitat
inland of Nobles Rocks, and
possibly even increase outflows
from Long Swamp into the
Glenelg River Estuary at Nelson,"
he said.
In recognition of its wetlands
values, Long Swamp is being
considered for formal international
recognition (Ramsar nomination)
by the Victorian Government, with
Glenelg Hopkins CMA leading the
nomination process.
Mr Bachmann praised the
assistance of Member for South
West Coast Denis Napthine and
also Leila Huebner of Nelson
Coastcare Group as a key driver of
the project.
Further information about Nature
Glenelg Trust's projects in Long
Swamp is on their website: www.
natureglenelg.org.au

A newspaper photo from March 1915 shows what local people accomplished when Freshwater Creek from
Piccaninnie Ponds was temporarily redirected to the Glenelg River.
pictures: supplied
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the completion of a weir at
Nobles Rocks that will assist the
restoration of Long Swamp.
The structure was built by Nature
Glenelg Trust with the support of
Parks Victoria and volunteers from
the local community, and funded
by a grant from the Victorian
Government.
"It is exactly 100 years since
the last major sandbagging
operation supported by the Nelson
community, when the Freshwater
Creek from Piccaninnie Ponds
was temporarily redirected to the
Glenelg River in March 1915,"
Mark Bachmann, manager of
Nature Glenelg Trust, said.
"This year's project took 122 days'
worth of human effort to complete
- much of this contributed by
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management of Long Swamp," he
said.

He noted the works have unfolded
in three stages over the last 12
months
"The first two phases of the trial,
completed in May and July 2014,
involved the installation of two
low-level trial weir structures
to enable the hydrology of this
part of Long Swamp to be better
understood, before proceeding
with the third and final stage
in April. We used some 6600
sandbags."
He said from an ecological
perspective, the project is now
only just beginning, with Nature
Glenelg Trust ecologists ready to
detect the changes that occur in
Long Swamp's fish, frog and bird
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