
Burrowing Crayfish – General Biology 

3. Burrows, stacks and snacks  
 

 

Inquiry What is a Burrowing Crayfish?  

What does it look like? 
Where do they live? 
What do the eat?  

 

Lesson Overview:  

In this activity the students discover the general biology of the Burrowing Crayfish.  The general biology 

includes essential questions such as: What it looks like? What they eat? Where do they live? Students are to 

read the Burrowing Crayfish creature life and use playdoh to sculpt answers to the questions posed. The 

students make different sculptures to show their understanding of the biology of a Burrowing  Crayfish. 

 

Key concepts: appearance, habitat, food sources, burrows. 

Teaching strategies:  Turn and talk, playdoh sculpt, responding to images, reading non-fiction text for 

meaning and understanding. 

Equipment & Resources:  Playdoh, iPads, Burrowing Crayfish profiles. 

AUSVELS Curriculum Linkages:  Biological Science foundation to level 9. 

 

Activity Sequence:           1 hour  

1. Engage: Show the class the Burrowing Crayfish Pictures (set of 4) Includes Burrowing crayfish, 

freshwater meadow habitat, burrows (chimney stack), detritus (food sources).  

 Discuss what each photograph is?   

 Asking students to turn and talk about the photograph.   

 What do you think the photo is about?  

The photos are used as visual information to assist in the creation of the sculptures.   

2. Explore:  

o Students are to read through the Burrowing Crayfish Profile to find out information on the 

biology of the species.   

o Teacher’s lead the Burrowing Crayfish Playdoh sculpt by reading each question and having 

students sculpt their answers. 

3. Explain and Elaborate:  After each of the biology questions are asked the students are to reflect on 

their playdoh sculpt, showing a partner and describing their sculpture as well.  Photographs on iPads 

will form a gallery view of the playdoh sculptures made. 

4. Evaluate:   The students can take a gallery walk around the class to view each other’s creations.  The 

playdoh sculptures provide a reflective view on the students understanding and learning. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Questions for the Burrowing Crayfish Playdoh Sculpture CHALLENGE 

 

Family Groups: 
 
Who are the relatives of the burrowing crayfish? 
 
What is the name of the group of animals the crayfish belong to? 
 
Sculpt: Create model of the burrowing crayfish. 
 

Appearance: 
 
What extra features do the burrowing crayfish have? 
 
What colour are they? 
 
Sculpt:  Create the nippers of the burrowing crayfish. 
 

Chimneys: 
 
How big can the chimney be built? 
 
Why are chimneys made? 
 
Sculpt:  Make a chimney of the burrowing crayfish. 
 

Burrows: 
 
Do burrowing crayfish live alone? 
 
When do they come out of their burrows? 
 
Sculpt: Create a burrow of the burrowing crayfish. 
 
 

Food: 
 
What does a burrowing crayfish eat? 
 



Where would it find its food? 
 
Sculpt:  A meal for the burrowing crayfish 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teachers working example: 

 

The first part of this session allows for research to be undertaken. The Burrowing Crayfish file is provided to 

give everyone the same knowledge base.  

 

Take time to read ‘The Burrowing Crayfish file’ information with groups or as a whole class read through 

before beginning the activity.   

 

The aim of the session is to build on knowledge and provide and active way of sharing knowledge and create 

critical thinking skills. 

 

This is a creative activity.  The hand- on interactive nature of the activity creates an active classroom.  

 

Ensure that you start off the playdoh sculpt activity by clearly defining the sculpting game rules.   

1. A  ball of playdoh for each sculpture.  

2. Hands on sides of table before start is called.   

3. Limited time for a sculpt (use a timer). 

4. Call a ‘free sculpt’ for creative design. 

5. Randomly call gallery walks so the students can see what each other are creating. 

 

Teaching strategies: 

 

Gallery walks: 

A gallery walk is a way for students to share and reflect with the whole group.  It provides a valuable form of 

personal display and collaboration. The walk is to be held with students starting behind their tables, chairs in, 

hands behind their back, and not talking. This approach sounds formal but it is a valuable way to share in a 

very effective way.  The group walks around the room looking at the creations and share in each others work.  

 

Turn and talk: 

Turn and talk is a wonderful way to involve all students in the classroom. It allows for each student to 

participate in class discussions. The questions are to be answered by the students in partners or small groups 

(no more than 3). As the teacher you role is to listen to the responses to summarise what you have heard as 



the students discuss their thoughts. Moving around the group really helps the students engage in their 

discussion and can give you time to help students that are stuck.  It is ok to not know or have a response. The 

summary is shared back to the class ‘I heard students talking about…’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student examples: Playdoh sculptures:  Family groups what does a burrowing crayfish look like? 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 



Burrowing crayfish burrow  
 
Chimney stack 
 

Dirt mound created by the Burrowing Crayfish at the 
entrance of the burrow. 

 
Can be up to 5 - 30 cm high. 

 
Made by the burrowing crayfish from the mud from 

underground burrow systems. 
 
Photo taken in the field Port Fairy district. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Burrowing Crayfish 
 

Burrowing crayfish specimen found in 
Southwest Victoria. 

 
Approximately 6 cm in length  

Measured from tail to claw tip. 
 

Note the different sized claws. 


