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A MOUNT Gambier man 
arrested as part of a major 
drug blitz in the South East 
has been released on strict 
home detention bail as he 
awaits trial.

Jason Terry Wayne Climas, 
44, appeared via video link 
before Magistrate Jonathan 
Dixon on Wednesday.

Climas is accused of six 
counts of trafficking in a con-
trolled drug and three further 
counts where the amount of 
drugs was allegedly a com-
mercial quantity.

The defence told the court 
her client would contest the 
charges.

She stated it could be an 
extended period until trial 
in the District Court and, 
presuming innocence, Climas 
should not be imprisoned for 
that time.

Climas has been in custody 
since May 28 when he was 
arrested alongside a 34-year-
old Millicent man and a 
39-year-old Yahl woman.

The arrests took place 
when police raided a Hillcrest 
home near Adelaide as part of 
Operation Addenine.

Police located 12 litres of 
the drug fantasy, 36.49g of 
methamphetamine, 18 ecstasy 
tablets and small amounts of 
heroin, cocaine, MDMA, can-
nabis resin and $9075 in a car 
at the property.

The prosecution opposed 
home detention bail for 
Climas, highlighting the drug 
addiction of the person living 
at the designated address.

They suggested this could 
have a significant negative 
impact on the defendant as 
they have already battled drug 
related issues and highlighted 
the seriousness of the charges.

Magistrate Dixon said the 
defendant’s only drug-related 
history was a minor cannabis 
offence in 2009 and therefore 
he was suitable for home 
detention bail.

Conditions of the home 
detention bail include a 
requirement for Climas to 
wear an electronically moni-
tored device and participate 
in regular urine testing.

The defendant is also not 
to contact or communicate 
with either of his co-accused 
directly or indirectly.

Any breach of these condi-
tions will see Climas taken 
back into custody.

He is scheduled to appear 
before the Mount Gambier 
Magistrate’s Court on 
September 12.

Bail granted 
for accused 
drug traffickerHabitat project to transform farmland into nature reserve

Wetland restoration plan

PLANS for a rare wetland restora-
tion project on Mount Burr farmland 
are set to become a reality within 
weeks and should provide protec-
tion to six nationally threatened 
wildlife species.

The Mount Burr Swamp Habitat 
Restoration Reserve is to be estab-
lished in October once 300ha of 
former wetland becomes the prop-
erty of Mount Gambier’s Nature 
Glenelg Trust (NGT).

A partnership between the NGT, 
OneFortyOne Plantations and the 
Native Vegetation Council has 
already secured 90pc of the funds 
needed to buy the private property, 
but $110,000 is still needed to settle 
the purchase.

With this in mind, the NGT has 
launched a community fundraising 
campaign to secure the outstanding 
funds by the end of September.

“As a charitable, not-for-profit 
environmental organisation, we 
plough 100pc of all donated funds 
straight back into the purchase 
and restoration of the site,” NGT 
principal ecologist and manager 
Mark Bachmann told The Border 
Watch yesterday.

“A donation of $5000 from the 
Millicent Field Naturalists Society 
has already set us off on a flying 
start.”

Mr Bachmann said the property 
was adjacent to The Marshes 
wetland reserve of 600ha, which 
means an overall conservation 
area of around 
900ha will be 
established.

He said after 
s e c u r i n g  t h e 
land an initial 
step would be to 
restore the main 
swamp to around 
50ha and realign 
stock fences.

“A single chan-
nel out of the 
swamp will be 
utilised to regu-
late the water level and once that’s 
restored we’ll eventually move to 
restore various smaller swamps 
dotted around the property,” he 
said.

In addition to the swamp, the 
property comprises around 60ha 
of blue gum and pine plantations 
with the remainder currently graz-
ing land.

“The process of transition from 
farm production to nature conserva-
tion is a long one that will take a 
number of years to complete.

“Private plantations on the land 
can only be harvested between five 
to 14 years from now, which gives 
an indication of the long-term scale 
of the project.

“For us it’s about sensible, staged 
transformation.

“A restoration and management 
plan will guide our progress in years 
to come to re-establish a sustainable 
wetland reserve.”

Mr Bachmann 
said the area is 
home to the Little 
Galaxias fish spe-
cies, Growling 
G r a s s  F r o g , 
Australasian 
Bittern, Southern 
Brown Bandicoot, 
Red-tailed Black 
Cockatoo and 
Southern Bent-
wing Bat - all 
nationally threat-
ened species.

“The preservation of these six 
species is very important to us, but 
they are only the tip of the iceberg,” 
he said.

“The adjacent Marshes reserve 
supports around 36 species of plants 
and animals of conservation signifi-
cance, most of which will directly 
benefit from restoring the Mount 
Burr Swamp property.”

Visit natureglenelg.org.au or 
contact Jess in the NGT office on 
8797 8596 for more information or 
to donate.
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CONSERVATION TEAM: Nature Glenelg Trust principal ecologist and manager Mark Bachmann with 
project ecologist Jess Bourchier (left) and community nursery officer Yvonne Riley at their nursery in Mount 
Gambier. The trust is preparing to re-establish a suitable wetland reserve on 300ha of farmland at Mount 
Burr.                             Picture: LEON RADEMEYER

WETLAND: The original Mount Burr Swamp drain which will be utilised 
by the Nature Glenelg Trust to restore the swamp to around 50ha as 
part of a larger wetland restoration effort.      Picture: JONATHAN TUCK

IN FLIGHT: The threatened Australasian Bittern is one of many bird 
species seen in the Mount Burr Swamp area where a wetland reserve 
restoration project is about to get underway.           Picture: DAMIEN COOK

The process of transition 
from farm production to 
nature conservation is 
a long one that will take 
a number of years to 
complete

NGT principal ecologist and 
manager Mark Bachmann
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 SEPARATED? FAMILY LAW ISSUES?
Mahony’s Lawyers can help you through this distressing time. 

We are experienced in divorce, property disputes (de facto and matrimonial),  
parenting orders, and superannuation splits. 

Whatever you’re going through, we’re here to help. Call us now.

FIRST APPOINTMENT FREE!* *Conditions apply.


