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1. INTRODUCTION 
Photopoint monitoring is a technique used to record and measure change in the natural environment, usually by 

taking a series of images of a ýxed area or subject over time. It can be a useful and effective method of documenting 

ecological restoration and management, but only when its capabilities match the objectives of the project and the 

nature of the site. Photopoint monitoring can be a useful method of monitoring change in the following kinds of 

variables (OôConnor and Bond 2007): 

Å Presence / absence: the presence or absence of a plant species or group / suite of species or vegetation 

layer (providing they can be clearly identiýed in the photograph) 

Å Plant growth: by measuring the height of a plant in the photograph sequence as a proportion of the height 

of an object in the same photograph that has a known height and is ýxed in position 

Å Extent of cover: by estimating or measuring the area covered in the photograph by a plant or group of 

plants, tree foliage/canopy or bare ground 

Å Survivorship: by observing the state (dead or alive) of plants visible in the photograph 

Å Age class / life stages: by classifying multiple individuals of the same species by size class or 

developmental stage 

Å Density: by counting the number of individuals in an area of known size 

Å Grazing pressure: by recording the shape and growth structure of palatable species of plant 
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2. TIME SERIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS AT EACH OF THE 
138 PHOTO POINTS 

To enable monitoring of long-term changes in vegetation, wetland extent and condition and vista, a series of 

baseline photographs have been taken across the Walker Swamp Restoration Reserve. Baseline and subsequent 

photographs were taken with a Canon EOS5D, with a Canon Zoom Lens EF 24-105 mm 1:4 L IS USM. For all 

pictures the lens focal length was set at 24 mm, iso 800, and aperture at F18 +1/3rd f stop. Shutter speed varied 

with light levels. A total of 134 reference photos were taken in January 2019 across the WSRR ï 75 in the southern 

section of WSRR (south of Lynchs Crossing Rd) and 59 in the northern section (Figure 1). Subsequent photographs 

were taken in November 2022 following the first major flood event (the third year of inundation at the new full supply 

level) after wetland restoration and in April 2023 (Table 1). Four additional photo points (Photo points 135-138) 

were added in April 2023 to address a shortfall in the northern sector. On Thursday 26th December 2024 a wildfire 

escaped from the Gooseneck Swamp area over containment lines into the southern half of the Walker Swamp 

Restoration Reserve and burnt across most of the region south of Lynchs Crossing Rd. The Photoôs from a month 

later at the end of January are only taken for the sites south of Lynchs Crossing Rd. 

Details on location (easting and northing), direction and photo number are provided (Appendix 1). A shape file 

(D:\NGT\Walker Swamp\Surveys\Photopoints\Photopoints.shp) has been created recording all these details and 

all baseline photos are stored in D:\Pictures\WalkerSwamp\PhotoPoints\. 

Table 1: Chronology of Photographs 

Event Photo Dates 

Baseline 2019 17/01 ï 13/03 2019 

Flood event ð November 2022 18/11 ï 29/11 2022 

Autumn recovery 2023 03/04 ï 05/04 2023 

Post January 2025 Wildfire 

(Southern half only) 
28/01 ï 29/01 2025 
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Figure 1: Map showing the location of photo points across the WSRR. Baseline photographs were taken in January 

2019. Numbers indicate the sites and the associated photo point numbers. 
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Photopoint 1: Southern section - NW corner post looking SE 45o from fence. 54H629480 E 5840712 S 

16/01/2019, 1030 am. Photo 102-2466 18/11/22, 10:50 am. Photo 102-8770 

  

04/04/2023 15:49. Photo: 103-0240 28/01/2025 10:25. Photo: 104-5214 
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Photopoint 2: Southern section - NW corner post looking SW 45o from fence. 62948 E 5840712 S 

16/01/2019, 1030 am. Photo 102-2467 18/11/22, 10:50 am. Photo 102-8771 

  
04/04/2023 15:49. Photo: 103-0241 28/01/2025 10:25. Photo: 104-5215 
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Photopoint 3: South - SE gate post W towards bore 629700 E   5840418 S 

16/01/2019 10:40 Photo 102-2468 18/11/2022 11:20 Photo 102-8780 

  

04/04/2023 14:40. Photo: 103-0155 28/01/2025 10:33. Photo: 104-5216 
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Photopoint 4: South - Cnr fencepost - W 90o from fence 629720 E   5840281 S 

16/01/2019 10:50 Photo 102-2478 18/11/2022 12:06 Photo 102-8800 

  

04/04/2023 14:41. Photo: 103-0156 28/01/2025 10:46. Photo: 104-5217 
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Photopoint 5: South - S house gate post - S along fence line 629755 E   5840046 S 

16/01/2019 10:52 Photo 102-2479 18/11/2022 12:10 Photo 102-8801 

  

04/04/2023 14:43. Photo: 103-0157 28/01/2025 10:50. Photo: 104-5218 
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Photopoint 6: South - S house gate post - W aimed at Signal Peak 629755 E   5840046 S 

16/01/2019 10:52 Photo 102-2480 18/11/2022 12:10 Photo 102-8802 

  
04/04/2023 14:43. Photo: 103-0158 28/01/2025 10:50. Photo: 104-5219 

  


















































































































































































































































































